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WOKING & DISTRICT GROUP NEWSLETTER 

November 2015 

 

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER  

Welcome to our October 2015 Newsletter. The Group has had some good walks 
during the summer; the weather has been relatively kind to us, and I can’t remember 
getting really soaked even once.  

The Ramblers’ dream of a Coast Path around all sections of the English coast came 
closer to reality with a Government announcement at the end of September of 
approval of 3 further stretches: The nearest to us is Camber to Folkestone (Sussex 
and Kent); the other two stretches are in East Anglia and Cumbria. It is hoped that all 
3 stretches will be open by the end of 2016. The Government has committed to 
opening the entire path by 2020, but it is now feared this could be subject to the 
Comprehensive Spending Review and that completion of the path could be pushed 
further into the future. 

Surrey Area has since 2013 been taking a close interest in the governance of the 
Ramblers, and in particular whether the Board of Trustees should continue to be 
elected by indirect democracy via General Council, or whether we should change to 
a system of more direct democracy with one-member one-vote. What do you think? 

NEW WALKS PROGRAMME & NEW LEADERS 

Many thanks to Malcolm Brickwood who has once again compiled our new walks 

programme, covering the period from November 2015 to February 2016. We have 

some more good walks lined up for you.                                                                                                           

Two more Woking Group members, Jenny C  and Brian Sherriff, attended the Surrey 

Area Walks Leaders course held at Wotton on 1st September and we look forward to 

seeing both of them leading walks for us in the near future. If any other members 

would like to go on the course please do let me know – two more courses will be 

held next year. Further details of course content are on the Surrey Area website 

www.surreyramblers.org.uk  

Enjoying the wonderful  views 

from Kimmeridge to Lulworth 

http://www.surreyramblers.org.uk/
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Leading Walks 

An Internet search will reveal that there’s no clear definition of leadership, which can 

mean radically different things to different people. One amusing definition of 

leadership is: “the process of convincing everyone that you’re making progress, 

when you’re going round in circles!” In the context of Ramblers, I prefer to think of it 

as the opportunity of sharing a favourite walk or learning a new one to experience 

with others. 

There’s no pressure for anyone to lead walks so if you just want to follow other 

leaders that’s fine but if you’re interested in considering it, or simply want to 

understand what’s involved, please read on. Leading a walk is a rewarding and fun 

way to try something new and help the group, plus you get to determine where we 

walk! We’re happy to provide mentors for as many walks as new leaders would like. 

You may even want to be a joint leader with someone to help spread the 

responsibility. 

Although not essential, an excellent one-day training course is available free-of-

charge to help refresh or learn new skills for leading walks. Over the last few months 

four Woking group members have complete this training. “It was a very enjoyable, 

well structured course with just the right mix of theory and practical exercises,” said 

Jenny C a recent participant. “I now feel much more confident about leading a walk, 

and it will also enrich my walking experience when others are leading.”  

We’ve a simple process and an online leader calendar to schedule walks plus there’s 
always someone available, such as an experienced leader, to help and show you 
how the first time. If you’d like to learn more about the opportunity to help increase 
our walk leader community then please contact me, Malcolm Brickwood, or any 
committee member. Brian Reader is the specific contact for anyone interested in 
attending the walk leader course. You can reach us through any committee member, 
walk leader or by phone as shown on the walk programme. 
Malcolm Brickwood 

Volunteer Development Day 
Ramblers is very proud of its volunteers. Each day, they give their time, knowledge 
and skills to help everyone everywhere enjoy walking and protect the places we all 
love to walk. Volunteers make everything we achieve at the Ramblers possible. This 
important resource though needs to be continually evolving and replenished. 
Now there is a volunteer development day to develop your skills and meet other 
volunteers  
A series of volunteer development days are planned with locations dotted around the 
UK. The nearest to Woking is London and Winchester. The events are absolutely 
free. Please call Brian Reader if you are interested for more details 
Telephone: 01483 480651 or email gillian.reader@ntlworld.com 
 

mailto:gillian.reader@ntlworld.com
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Group will be held in 

the small hall at Horsell Village Hall on Sunday 22nd November 2016 at 13.30. There 

will be a pre-AGM ramble starting from the hall at 10:00; distance about 5 miles. 

There will be a free cold buffet lunch for those staying on for the AGM 

Please note that this is a new venue. 
 
WALKS PROGRAMME COMMENCING NOVEMBER 

There are 3 walks that are worth a special mention. 

 
Sunday 13th December, there will be an 11.5-mile joint Sandhurst Boundary walk 
with South East Berkshire Ramblers. This is an excellent opportunity to extend your 
contacts within the Ramblers and sample a walk in a different type of location. 

  
Sunday 3rd January, a guest walk leader from Godalming and Haslemere 
Ramblers will lead an 11-mile circular walk around Godalming, which has been 
arranged especially for Woking and District Ramblers. Bring a picnic lunch and be 
aware of optional tea at the end of the walk. Please try to support this kind gesture 
and extend a warm welcome to our guest leader who is kindly giving their time. 

 

Wednesday 11th November - The Big Pathwatch 
In place of the usual midweek walk, The Big Pathwatch will be the purpose of the 
morning walk on Wednesday 11th November at 10.00. Meet at the Fishpool car park 
on the fringes of Chobham Common to walk and record the condition of paths in the 
area between there and Chobham village. This will be a good walk and a very useful 
contribution to a major Ramblers’ campaign. 

Please see the programme for meeting details. 

Woking Short Strolls 

Following comments in the survey done earlier in the year it is planned to add to the 
programme a series of short, easy walks. The walks will be bus stop oriented for 
both start and end points. They are aimed at members who feel unable to walk 5 
miles and those members who are recovering from operations and the like. More 
information will be in the next Newsletter. 

SOCIAL DIARY - Future Attractions 

New Year Dinner    Monday 11th January 2016 

For 2016 the New Year celebration will be an evening dinner at Latino in Woking. 
They are at 44, Commercial Way, Woking To make it easier for them to prepare we 
have been asked to supply your choice of food ahead of arrival. Please complete the 
form attached to this newsletter and return with a £5.00 deposit to Julia Goodswen. 
Her address is at the bottom of the form.  
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Weekend in Dorset 

Bridge House Hotel Beaminster.      April 2016  

Another weekend away is in the planning stage, again in Dorset but this time in 
Beaminster, not far from Bridport. It is pencilled in for week beginning 25th April 2016. 
The hotel is 700 years old and absolutely charming. Please look at the website 
(www.bridge-house.co.uk)  to get an idea of what they offer. If we book a midweek 
stay it will 20% cheaper. We can have dinner, bed and breakfast. They are used to 
walkers so won’t be phased by rucksacks and muddy boots. The accommodation 
consists of 5 twin bedrooms, 6 doubles and 1 single. However if this does not suit 
there are many B&B’s as an alternative. 

If you are interested please send me an email or give me a ring. I need to know 
preferences for mid-week or week-end and accommodation as quickly as possible to 
be able to negotiate a good price. All enquiries at this stage will be non binding but 
just to get a feel of what would work best. The walk/activities will be custom planned 
to suit all. Non walkers will find plenty to see and do. 

Jane Warner (warnerjane@btinternet.com) Tel:01932351589 

PAST EVENTS         

Weekend in Lulworth Cove      A personal view 

A walking weekend away is more than just putting on your gear and stepping out.  
There is also the learning curve. 

Suddenly a new world is opened up to you.  Seeing things you haven’t seen before, 
meeting new people, getting away from the norm at home and, for me, a treat in not 
having to think about, or cook, dinner for 3 nights ! 

Our recent trip to Lulworth Cove was all those things.  We were lucky to visit the 
Cove out of season and so saw it as a quaint little fishing village with a lovely open 
bay.   

Those of us who had arrived by 5:00pm were given a quick familiarisation trip to say 
‘hello to the sea’ and get our bearings and then it was back to ‘the house’ to freshen 
up before joining the rest of the crowd in the bar for a welcome drink before dinner.  
This gave us the opportunity not only to greet our fellow Woking Ramblers but also 
to meet the other walking enthusiasts who were staying there.  It turned out to be a 
great crowd and the weekend was enhanced by the easy camaraderie which 
developed so that when we all got together in the evening the restaurant was 
buzzing with enthusiastic chatter about the day’s events.  

The advantage of going on an organised walk is the opportunity to see places where 
there is limited access - an example of which was Tyneham.  A fascinating ghost 
town the history of which is, undoubtedly, historically very important, but still has an 
air of sadness about it.  A poignant sign on the church door ‘Please treat the 
church and houses with care; we have given up our homes where many of us 
lived for generations to help win the war to keep men free. We shall return one 
day and thank you for treating the village kindly’ gives one just a small insight of what 
the residents must have been feeling as they left their homes. 

mailto:warnerjane@btinternet.com
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And one must not forget the natural beauty we witnessed, like Durdle Door. By the 
very nature of the geographical formations the walks tested us on very up long 
climbs and then down long descents.  Typical British weather treated us to strong 
winds and intermittent rain on Saturday and sunshine on Sunday.  But altogether the 
weekend was great fun.   

Memories of Lulworth  I can remember walking at Lulworth about 20 years ago, 
and my lasting memory of that day was struggling up the cliff path toward Durdle 
Dore against a wind that was so strong I kept being blown over.  As the forecast for 
the first day’s walk said ‘wet and windy’, I decide to take the easy option.  We had 
only about 6 miles to walk to Swanage along a gently undulating path, so when a 
sudden heavy shower caught us within a mile of starting, we took shelter in a barn 
and took an early coffee break.  Fortunately, there was little rain for the rest of the 
walk and the wind, although quite bracing, was behind us all the way. The path was 
slippery from the rain so the pace was quite slow.  There were also several groups of 
students from Reading University en route, studying the weather patterns, which 
hampered our progress. We had our first stop for lunch on the cliffs overlooking the 
lighthouse in comparative comfort. It was now only a short walk to the visitors centre 
at the Castle where we finished our lunches and enjoyed fresh cups of tea – and 
more! We continued along the Coast Path into Swanage, arriving just before the 
heavy rain returned.  There seemed to be little to see or do in Swanage other than 
try out the apple cake in the rather basic cafe in the old railway carriage – that was 
certainly up to standard. There was now quite a long wait for the coach so I left the 
town centre to explore the rest of the town, finding myself a footpath through the 
allotments on the slopes above the town where I could walk more briskly to keep 
myself warm. 
The next day promised ideal walking weather and I chose the longest walk. The 

leader had, unwisely, told us that there was a cafe at Kimmeridge, close to the start, 

and we all decided that it was never too early for a coffee stop.  There was then a 

long climb up past the first oil well on land in England to the coast path on the cliffs 

above Tyneham, the village taken over by the MOD during WW2 and never returned 

to its inhabitants.  We dropped down into the village and were able to have a second 

coffee stop and an all too brief look 

around the old buildings before heading 

down to the sea at Worbarrow Bay.  We 

now had to climb steeply up to the highest 

point on the route, the hill fort of Flowers 

Barrow, where we had our lunch break. 

The path then dropped down less steeply 

before rising even more steeply up to the 

crest of Bindon Hill.  Fortunately steps 

had been cut into the path but you needed 

a very long stride to make much progress 

using them.  We now had a very pleasant 

brisk walk along this crest back towards the hotel. The leader decided that we did not 

have the time to visit the fossil forest down on the shoreline (it was also high tide), so 

we got back in good time for a very welcomed cup of tea and a hot bath before the 

evening dinner. 
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The overnight walk from Petersfield to Amberley on the South Downs 

This walk created much excitement among the Group and interested readers of the 
internet.  On the actual day Saturday 4th July, 11 walkers from 5 groups  met in 
Petersfield and eagerly walked to Buriton for the first stop which was the promise of 
a drink in a pub before the serious walking began.  

Sadly the pub was expecting a wedding party in limousines and not the assortment 
of walkers in boots and casual clothing on their doorstep. David Richards offered 
himself as a groom but could not find a bride amongst the group, so everyone moved 
on. The confusion was soon settled and our motley crew found more inviting 
premises where the promised refreshment was served.  Once on the walk the group 
quickly divided into regular, experienced walkers and those inexperienced and 
unprepared for the length and strictures of a night walk. 

The weather was not kind--- it was cloudy with little moon to light the paths; it rained 
too making the ground soft and muddy in places and to this day the distance is in 
dispute. Eventually dawn broke and daylight returned, but the miles to the finish were 
still in double figures. The promise of a hearty breakfast waiting at the end of the 
road was the main topic of conversation though in fact some only managed an early 
lunch. 

Despite all these trials and tribulations the walk was a success, for some a gentle 
jaunt, for others an event never to be repeated. However it was a great achievement, 
everyone finished, and lived to tell the tale. CONGRATULATIONS! 

Woking and Inner London Area Walk 

The joint walk with Inner London Area’s “Geoff’s Jaunts” on 19 September attracted 
a total of 26 ramblers including 9 from our Group. The “Geoff’s Jaunts” rambles are a 
legacy continuation of the former Ramblers’ rail and coach excursions from London, 
now held partly in memory of Geoff Stevenson (a former organiser). These are whole 
day walks on a Saturday with a lunch stop at a pub, a longer than usual break for a 
Woking Group ramble.  

Woking and London Blind Rambling Club 

The annual walk with the London Blind Rambling Club was held on the following day 
20th September. This year 14 blind ramblers and 3 guide dogs met us at Ash Vale 
station. Erica Tabrett had organised (and led) this annual walk. Woking Group 
members acted as companions for the day to their visually impaired members. The   
guide dogs accompanying their owners were allowed to run free, off-duty as it were, 
but only in suitable places. The weather was bright and sunny and enjoyed by 
everyone. It was a really worthwhile and rewarding day. Many thanks to those 
members who made the day so special. 
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FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S REPORT 

The Big Pathwatch. There was a rather disappointing turnout for our Big Pathwatch 
event on a dampish Sunday in August. Another event is included in the new 
programme – this time a midweek half-day on Wednesday 11th November. We’ll be 
meeting at the Fishpool car park on the fringes of Chobham Common to walk and 
record the condition of paths in the area between there and Chobham village  This 
should be a fun and rewarding half day and a very useful contribution to a major 
Ramblers’ campaign. 

Pigeonhouse Bridge (Woking FP82 / Ockham FP5) This is the footbridge over the 
River Wey on the path from the Wey Navigation to Ockham Mill.  Members will recall 
that the abutments of the bridge were seriously damaged and undermined in the 
floods during the winter of 2013/14, and there has been a Traffic Regulation Order in 
place since then preventing use of the bridge on grounds of “danger to the public”                                                                                     
A major problem has been that SCC has had no funds in their budget for the 
substantial repairs required, and there has been no change since the last Newsletter 
when I reported that SCC were “cautiously optimistic that funding is to be made 
available during this financial year, however no works will commence before 2016”.  

Highway Orders I have received consultations on two very minor partial width 
extinguishments (each case involving no more than 5 sq metres) of part of the width 
of roads in the centre of Woking. One is in Commercial Way near Lloyds Bank; the 
other affects part of the wide pavement in Cawsey Way near the bandstand. In both 
cases I have indicated the extinguishments are “de minimis” and that the Ramblers 
will not object. 

Reminder - SCC path problem reporting system 

SCC has asked me to remind you that they have a new path problem reporting 
system on their website. There is a map where you can click on footpaths and it then 
takes you to a reporting page (you can use a personal log-in each time so you do not 
have to re-enter your details.)  The benefit of this system is that it maps issues on 
their internal data management system so they can cluster works to be done but, 
they say more importantly, it will be able to notify you when each issue is dealt with. 
You can request update notifications on some or all of your issues. The link is 
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-planning/countryside/footpaths-
byways-and-bridleways/report-a-rights-of-way-problem  

Kindly report any problems you find in Surrey direct to SCC using this new system. 

An e-mail to me, Brian Reader, at gillian.reader@ntlworld.com giving brief details 
would be appreciated too, please. 

http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-planning/countryside/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/report-a-rights-of-way-problem
http://new.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-planning/countryside/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/report-a-rights-of-way-problem
mailto:gillian.reader@ntlworld.com
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PUBS WELCOMING WALKERS 

Ramblers Central Office has been contacted by 4 pubs in the Dorking area who are 
clearly seeking walkers’ business. They are: 

Dolphin, Betchworth;    http://www.dolphinbetchworth.com/home.php                                                                                                     

Royal Oak, Brockham;  theroyaloakbrockham.co.uk/contact.php                                                                                                          

King William IV, Mickleham;  www.thekingwilliamiv.com/                                                                                        

Plough, Coldharbour. http://www.ploughinn.com/ 

RAMBLERS WORLDWIDE HOLIDAYS 

Please remember if booking a holiday with RWH to advise them that you are a 
member of Woking Ramblers and that the Group is a member of the Walking 
Partnership. This can provide valuable funds for the Group - £20 per member 
booking for a short-haul holiday and £30 for a long-haul holiday. 

The Last Evening at Lulworth 

 

 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and 

Wales. Company registration number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales 

number: 1093577. Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House. 87-90 Albert Embankment, 

London SE1 7TW. 

http://www.thekingwilliamiv.com/

